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HITTING THE LINKS

SOLD

Sponsorship/Golf Reservations (check all that apply):
______ Presenting Sponsor ($1,750)
______ Bengal Sponsor ($1,500)
______   Dinner Auction Sponsor ($1,250)
______ Lunch Sponsor ($1,000)
______ Golf Cart Sponsor ($1,000)
______ Regular Foursome ($700)
______ Regular golfer at $175 x ______ person(s)
______ Dinner Only ($35)
______ Premium Hole Sponsor ($400) 
______ 1/2-page Dinner Program Ad ($250)
______ Hole Sponsor ($200)
I Can’t Make It, But...
______ Please accept my donation of $ ______            

Contact Person ___________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________

City _______________________ State ______ Zip ______________

Day Phone _____________________ Evening __________________

E-mail address ____________________________________________

Your Foursome                                 

1. __________________________  2. __________________________    

3. __________________________  4. __________________________ 

Total Enclosed:  $_______   Check:  Buffalo State Foundation

Please charge my _____  Visa _____  MasterCard    Expires ________

Card No. ______________________________Security code: _______

    Detach and mail with check if applicable, to:  Bengal Club Golf, Buffalo 
State Athletics, 1300 Elwmood Ave., Buffalo, NY  14222   Att:  Tom Koller

Or, if paying by credit card, form may be faxed to 878-3536

Presenting Sponsor - $1,750
• Complimentary foursome in tournament

• Corporate name displayed on tournament banner hung at registration 
and at dinner / live auction

• Four (4) Tee Box signs (2 on front and 2 on back nine)
• Half-page ad in Dinner / Auction Program

• Half-page ad in Buffalo State Football program

Bengal Sponsor - $1,500
• Foursome in tournament

• Two (2) Tee Box signs (front and back nine)
• 1/4-Page Ad in Dinner/Auction Program

• Acknowledgment in Buffalo State Football program

Premium Hole Sponsor - $400
• Three (3) Tee Box signs as a Hole Sponsor
• 1/4-page ad in Dinner / Auction Program

• Acknowledgment in Buffalo State Football program

Hole Sponsor - $200
• One (1) Tee Box sign

• Listing in Dinner / Auction

Golf Cart Sponsor - $1,000
• Twosome in tournament

• Corporate name and/or logo prominently on all golf  carts utilized 
• One (1) Tee Box sign

Lunch Sponsor - $1,000
• Twosome in tournament

• Corporate name and/or logo exclusively on lunch banner 
• One (1) Tee Box sign

Dinner/Auction Sponsor - $1,250
• Twosome in tournament

• Two (2) Tee Box signs (front and back nine)
• 1/4-page ad in Dinner / Auction Program

• Corporate name and/or logo exclusively on dinner banner

Dinner / Auction Program  Ad - $250
• 1/2-page advertisement

If needed, could you play in the morning (7:00 a.m.)?
Yes _____  No _____

sold

Sponsorship OpportuniesSponsorship Opportunies Player/Sponsor RegistrationPlayer/Sponsor Registration

10:00 am    Registration
                  - tee gift 
 - use of locker rooms
                  - range open with PGA teaching pros on hand
11:30 am    Lunch overlooking the course
12:30 pm Shotgun Start
 - refreshments/snacks on the course
5:30 pm     Cocktail Reception - hors d’oeuvres
6:30 pm     Dinner
7:00 pm     Awards/Auctions

Bengal Club Golf ClassicBengal Club Golf Classic
June 28, 2010 - Orchard Park Country Club

Register early for the 2010 Bengal Club Golf Classic at 
Orchard Park CC.  All procedes benefi t the more than 400 
student-athletes at Buffalo State.
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INSIDE & OUTSIDE THE LINES

Buffalo State Athletics Partners With Stone’s BuddiesBuffalo State Athletics Partners With Stone’s Buddies
     Buffalo State Athletics has focussed its community outreach efforts this year 
with Stone’s Buddies, a group that brings seriously ill young children who are 
patients at Women & Children’s Hospital of Buffalo and their family members, a 
special program that recognizes their courage and provides a network of support to 
help them cope with their daily lives.
     Patients and their families are brought together to celebrate the joys of living 
so they can draw strength from one another through Stone’s Buddies’ activities, 
events, correspondences and friendship.
     The organization was formed and named in memory of a boy named Stone, a 
4-year-old, who lost his fi ght with PNET (primitive neuroectodermal tumor), a highly 
aggressive brain tumor that often spreads to the spine.  Despite countless tests, 
surgeries, medications, stressful chemotherapy, and unimaginable pain, Stone 
never stopped smiling.
     To kick off the new relationship, 25 Buffalo State student-athletes travelled to 
the Buffalo Hyatt to spend an evening with over 70 Stone’s Buddies families and 
players from the Buffalo Bills.  The student-athletes worked with the families to 
build gingerbread houses in preparation for the holidays.
     In addition to participating as a group with Stone’s Buddies in monthly special 
events, several Buffalo State teams “adopted” individual families affi liated with 
Stone’s Buddies for the holiday season and provided gifts for each child in the 
families.
     Buffalo State is also honored to be the host for the February Stone’s Buddies 
event which will feature hands-on interactive activities for the families and student-
athletes and will be in conjunction with a home athletics event.

In addition to the individual teams gathering 
with their “adopted” families for the holidays, 
25 student-athletes attended the November 
Stone’s Buddies “Gingerbread House 
Building” activity at the Buffalo Hyatt.         



He is considered the greatest athlete in the long and storied history of Buffalo 

State athletics, a three sport All-American in basketball, soccer and track 

while competing for the Bengals. He was the Most Valuable Player of the 

1978 National Basketball Association All-Star game while playing for the 

Buffalo Braves and, at one time, was the league’s “ironman” for his streak (906) of 

consecutive games played.  

by Tom Kollerby Tom Koller



by Tom Koller
“I don’t think we’ll ever 
see an athlete at Buffalo 
State the caliber of 
Randy Smith again.” 
--Dick Bihr

Randy Smith...

But when his best friend and former teammate remembers 
Buffalo State’s Randy Smith, it’s the person, not the 
athlete, he prefers to talk about.

“He was one of the most humble people I ever met,” said 
Durie Burns.  “Randy was the greatest athlete that never 
wanted to be publicized. Randy never got the publicity, 
but he never wanted it. When he turned pro, he took it as 
a privilege.  And even then he was always asking people 
what he could do to help them.”  

Smith, 60, died unexpectedly on June 4 of a heart attack 
while working out on a treadmill.  Smith’s career at Buffalo 
State ended in the spring of 1971, but his legend lives on.  
For those who saw him compete, there has never been an 
equal.

“The most highly-functioning, 
athletically-talented young man 
I have ever coached,” said 
Fred Hartrick,  the school’s 
retired athletics director and 
Smith’s soccer coach.  “While 
I would not say he was the 
best soccer player we ever 
had – that goes to Jean Tassy 
– Randy was the very best all-
around athlete the school has ever had.

“Randy’s four years at Buffalo State, coupled with some 
excellent players in other sports has motivated many to 
refer to that time period of 1965 to 1975 as the school’s 
Golden Age of Athletics.”

Smith’s arrival on campus did not have the fanfare 
associated with today’s so-called “blue-chip” recruits. In 
fact, the native of Bellport, NY on Long Island wasn’t even 
being considered by the Buffalo State coaching staff until 
he came to the campus to participate in the New York 
State high school track and fi eld championships.  That’s 
when Howard McAdam, then the school’s basketball 
coach, fi rst saw Smith.  Hartrick, on the other hand, had 
only heard of Smith’s athletic prowess.

“A high school counselor at Bellport was a Buffalo State 
graduate and helped push Randy to us,” recalled Hartrick. 
“I had heard he was on his way (to Buffalo State) but I 
never saw him play in high school.”

Smith, the only three sport All-American in the school’s 
history, quickly made his mark in basketball, soccer and 
track and fi eld at Buffalo State.  He led the basketball 
Bengals to the NCAA College Division Final Four in 1970.  
In three seasons, Smith was two-time All-American, 
fi nishing his career as the school’s all-time leading scorer 
with 1,712 points and, a surprise to many, rebounder with 
1,049.  He holds the school’s single-season record for 
points (716)and average (26.5) and led his teams to three 
SUNYAC Championships and a 57-17 overall record.
In soccer, he holds the school record for most goals in a 
three-year career (40). He was an All-American in track 
in the triple jump and, in 1969, set an NCAA triple jump 
record at 52 feet, 1 ¼ inches. 

Following his career at Buffalo State, Smith was drafted 
in 1971 in the seventh round by the Buffalo Braves and 
played 12 seasons with Buffalo, San Diego, New York, 

Cleveland and Atlanta scoring 16,262 
points in 976 career games.  Not bad 
numbers from someone the “experts” 
suggested couldn’t make it in the 
NBA.

“Randy said the Braves told him that 
they only drafted him because he 
was a local boy,” recalled Burns. “He 
said they told him he should not even 

come to camp and just try out instead for the Eastern 
League (minor professional basketball). If I recall, Randy 
did not even get a practice uniform like everyone else until 
after two days of practice at the rookie camp.”

But in an interview following his retirement, Smith’s focus 
was clear, the objective simple.
“I was extremely determined to make the NBA because 
that’s what I had lived for, to play professional basketball,” 
he said. “A lot of people told me that I wasn’t ready to play 
in the NBA, that I should play in a development league. I 
just said, ‘no, I’m going to make the NBA.”
From high school, to Buffalo State to the NBA, no one 
could doubt Randy Smith’s athletic ability. To his former 
teammate and long-time Buffalo State men’s basketball 
Coach Dick Bihr, Smith was one of a kind. 

“I don’t think,’ said Bihr, “we’ll ever see an athlete at 
Buffalo State the caliber of Randy Smith again.”
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THE CLASS OF 2009

From left to right:  Linda Fial (sister of Mike Grabowski), Cheryl Isbrandt, Dr. Muriel A. Howard, Valerie Krell-Capriotti, Dan Lauta

Do you know a candidate worthy of consideration for the Do you know a candidate worthy of consideration for the 
Buffalo State Athletics Hall of Fame?Buffalo State Athletics Hall of Fame?

Visit www.buffalostateathletics.com and click on “Hall of Fame” to download and print a nomination form.  
Fill it out and send it in before May 1.

     The seventh president in the history of the college, Dr. Muriel A. Howard, led a class of fi ve into the Buffalo State 
Athletics Hall of Fame on Sept. 26.
     Mike Grabowski (Swimming, ’76), Cheryl Isbrandt (Softball, ’95), Valerie Krell-Capriotti (Soccer, ’88) and Dan 
Lauta (Football, ’99) joined Howard in the class of 2009 in the regular membership category.
     Howard, who entered the Hall as an honorary member, served as the president of the College for 13 years and 
during her tenure was the guiding force for signifi cant growth within the department of Intercollegiate Athletics, including 
the renovation of Coyer Field, increasing funding, renovation of the softball fi eld, and the creation of the Buffalo State 
Fitness Center.  Howard began her new post as president of the American Association of State Colleges and Universities 
(AASCU) in August.
     Grabowski was a four-time All-American as a swimmer at Buffalo State, earning the distinction in the 100 back and 
the 400 medley relay in 1975 and the 100 and 200 back in 1976.  He swam a leg in the 400 medley relay that captured 
a SUNYAC Championship in 1975 and set a school record with a time of 3:39.50, a mark that still stands 24 years later.  
Grabowski also helped the Bengals capture a SUNYAC team championship in 1975.
     Isbrandt played shortstop for the Bengals’ softball team from 1992 to 1995, accumulating a .400 career batting 
average, the third-best in the program’s history.  A third team All-American as a senior, she helped the Bengals to three 
NCAA Regional berths and two New York State Women’s Championships.  The school’s all-time leader in stolen bases 
with 84, she also ranks third in school history in runs (143), triples (17) and home runs (18). 
     Krell-Capriotti becomes the fi rst-ever women’s soccer player to gain induction into the Hall.  A four-year standout from 
1983 to 1986, she was recognized as All-SUNYAC in 1984.  Krell-Capriotti led the team in scoring three times and still 
ranks second on the school’s all-time scoring list with 85 points on 34 goals and 17 assists.  
     Lauta anchored the Bengals’ offensive line in the late 1990s and helped lead the team to four appearances in the 
NCAA playoffs.  Following graduation, Lauta became the only Bengal to sign with an NFL team, inking a free agent 
contract with the New York Giants.  He went on to play in the Arena Football League with the Buffalo Destroyers.

Athletics Hall of Fame Inducts Five New MembersAthletics Hall of Fame Inducts Five New Members
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FALL 2009 IN THE BOOKS

Fall Semester RecapFall Semester Recap
FOOTBALL -FOOTBALL - Took the fi eld under the command of coach Jerry Boyes for the fi rst time since 
2000 and made signifi cant strides on the fi eld despite a 2-8 overall record.  In addition to 
being named a 4-time NJAC Defensive Rookie of the Week, linebacker Eddie 
Weiser (pictured) was honored as the NJAC Defensive Rookie of the Year
and the ECAC Southeast Rookie of the Year. Three others were recognized 
by the conference, as Matt Pacana was named second team All-NJAC, 
and Jermaine Rose and Ben Mauer were recognized as honorable mention.

M. SOCCER -M. SOCCER - Finished the season with an 8-9-1 overall
record with SUNYAC wins over New Paltz, Potsdam and 
Geneseo.  Brandon Loncar was the Bengals’ leading scorer 
with nine goals, followed by Tony Shiappa’s fi ve goals and 
six assists for 16 points, earning him third team All-SUNYAC 
honors.

VOLLEYBALL -VOLLEYBALL - Recorded its fi nest season since 2002, improving its record by eight 
wins from a year ago, fi nishing 19-16.  Three Bengals garnered All-SUNYAC honors, 
led by Katie Sember (pictured) who was recognized on the fi rst team.  Katelyn Grew
and Bree McMahon were voted to the second team.

CROSS COUNTRY -CROSS COUNTRY - Showed marked improvement throughout the season under fi rst-
year head coach Dustin Dimit.  The brightest star was junior Amber Cioffi  (pictured),
who earned All-SUNYAC honors with a 14th place fi nish at the conference meet, 
improving 66 places over her fi nish from a season ago.

MEN’S HOCKEY -MEN’S HOCKEY - Closed out the fi rst semester with a 3-9-1 overall record and a
2-6 SUNYAC mark with wins against Cortland and Morrisville.  Nick Petriello leads
the Bengals with seven goals and 12 points.  Buffalo State will next hit the ice with
a pair of home games against Franklin Pierce on Jan. 8 and 9.

WOMEN’S HOCKEY -WOMEN’S HOCKEY - The Bengals have already doubled their win total
from last year at 4-7 and 3-4 in ECAC West play including a sweep of 
Cortland.  Freshman Kailyn Murray leads the team with seven points (3g, 4a),
and Alyssa Koniar (pictured) has a 3.08 GAA and a .917 save percentage.

MEN’S BASKETBALL -MEN’S BASKETBALL - Opened with a 1-2 record, defeating Pitt-Bradford
to advance to the fi nals of the Coles Classic before falling against Nazareth.
Freshman Jake Simmons (pictured) leads the team averaging 18.7
points, followed by Glenroy Carr with 13.3 points-per-game.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL -WOMEN’S BASKETBALL - Posted a 3-3 record in the opening 
semester that included a runner-up fi nish in the Betty Abgott Invitational.
Freshman Staci McElroy is the Bengals’ top scorer, averaging 10.2 points.
Buffalo State will play 17 of its fi nal 19 games in the SUNYAC and 11 at home.

SWIMMING & DIVING -SWIMMING & DIVING - The men have a 2-3 dual meet
record with wins over Pitt-Bradord and PS-Behrend.  
The women are 1-5, defeating Pitt-Bradford.  Freshman
Kaitlin Mergler has highlighted the season to this point, 
setting new school records in the 50 and 200 free events.
The teams will travel to Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. in the fi rst week of Dec. for 
their annual training trip.
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